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House of European History opens its temporary exhibition 
“Throwaway – The History of a modern crisis”

Through a historical perspective on rubbish, the exhibition at the House of European History 
explores the ‘most visible’ part of the environmental crisis.

From 18 February 2023 to 14 January 2024, the Brussels museum dedicated to the recent history 
of the continent o� ers an unprecedented overview of the history of our waste. From the industrial 
revolution to the excesses of the consumer society, the exhibition charts profound changes in the 
way we deal with rubbish and think about it.

Christine Dupont, the exhibition curator: “Rubbish is an integral part of our lives. As such, it deserves 
our attention, as do those who deal with it in any way – because rubbish is a trace of our past, present 
and, why not, future ways of life. But also because it is a sign that should inspire us to act for a more 
sustainable world.”

Fragments of Bronze Age objects, samples of white rags used in paper mills in the 19th century, 
electronic devices - whether industrial or household, toxic or reusable, our rubbish is revealing. 
While we tend not to dwell on what we have thrown away, the exhibition invites us to sift through 
the detritus of our societies, with startling results.

Objects and testimonies are presented to make us measure the ecological impact of waste and of 
Europe’s historical and contemporary responsibilities. Not to overwhelm us, but to make us think: 
as individuals and societies, can we challenge our continual accumulation of waste, and if so, how?

Enriched by the expertise of professionals in the � eld of waste treatment, recycling and reuse, the 
exhibition is complemented by an interdisciplinary publication and a transnational web platform 
— Throwaway — developed in partnership with nine European museums, o� ering a vast array of 
texts, images and videos around the topic.



The exhibition is available in French, Dutch, English and German. It is targeted towards the general 
public, and special tours and activities are organised for schools. Entrance is free.

The public opening on Saturday 18 February (13.00 to 17.00) featuring a plethora of activities: 
guided tours by curators, a concert by Primus Homemade Instruments with recycled musical 
instruments, and talks by local citizens work in rubbish-related � elds.

About the House of European History

A place to debate, question and re� ect on Europe’s history. From myths and memories to the 
chaos and cohesion of the 20th century, the House of European History takes visitors on a journey 
along the path of Europe’s history and challenges them to contemplate its future. A project of 
the European Parliament, the House of European History is located in the beautifully renovated 
Eastman Building in leafy Park Léopold. Tailored resources are available for schools, families and 
groups, o� ering a fascinating experience for all. Entrance to the museum is free.

Practical information

Throwaway – The history of a modern crisis
18 February 2023 – 14 January 2024
House of European History
Rue Belliard / Belliardstraat 135,
1000 Brussels, Belgium
historia-europa.ep.eu

For media enquiries please contact:

(FR/NL) Sophie Mo� at 
sophie@beculture.be
+32 2 644 61 91 
+32 4 94 65 36 57

(EN) William Parker-Jenkins
william.parker-jenkins@ext.europarl.europa.eu

Images of the exhibition can be downloaded here in high-de� nition: 
https://bit.ly/ThrowawayMedia


